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An example would be if a Scout is part of a unit, and the unit raises money to oset the costs of Scouting for

the entire unit. Nothing wrong with that. If they use it as a means to pay down the cost for the unit and each

member to go to summer camp, nothing wrong with that.

On the other hand, when you move over to the other side, and a Scout goes out and sells a lot of popcorn,

and the unit designates that money that he raises to be used only for that Scout and only for activities that

benet that Scout, we get into an issue of whether or not the IRS would consider that to be a substantial

private benet.

The IRS isn’t going to go after the typical young Cub Scout that’s selling popcorn, and it helps to pay for his

uniforms or helps to pay for his summer camp. But to the extent we have people that are raising signicant

funds, and those funds are being used for costs that would normally be parental obligations in connection

with Scouting, we’re getting into an area where the IRS has been and is paying more attention.

Transferring units

What’s definitely not OK

10/16/24, 4:00 PM BSA offers guidance on individual Scout accounts

https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2014/12/03/individual-scout-accounts/ 2/3



An important warning

sound

Still have questions?

Hat tip: Thanks to Russ McNamer for additional support on this post.
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Inspire Leadership, Foster Values: Donate to Scouting
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